
WHEN SHABBAT SUBDUES THE SHOFAR 
ii. a different focus for our prayers 

 
 

a. the source of the debate 

1. Mishnah, Rosh Hashanah 4:1 

When Rosh Hashanah occurs on Shabbat – in the Temple 
they would sound the shofar as usual. However, they 
would not sound it in the rest of the country. … 

 ׳א הנשמ ׳ד קרפ הנשה שאר הנשמ .1 

 שׁדָּקְמִּבַּ  – תבָּשַׁבְּ תוֹיהְלִ לחָשֶׁ הנָשָּׁהַ שׁארֹ לשֶׁ בוֹט םוֹי
 ... .הנָידִמְּבַ אלֹ לבָאֲ ,םיעִקְוֹת וּיהָ

2. Rosh Hashanah 29b 

From where are these matters derived? … Rather, Rava 
said: By Torah law one is permitted, and it was the Sages 
who decreed that it is prohibited in accordance with the 
opinion of Rabbah. As Rabbah said: All are obligated to 
sound the shofar, but not all are experts in sounding the 
shofar. Therefore, the Sages instituted a decree, lest one 
take the shofar in his hand and go to an expert [to learn 
how to sound it or to have him sound it for him], and due 
to his preoccupation he might carry it four cubits in the 
public domain. And this reasoning also applies to the lulav 
and the megillah. 

 ׳ב דומע ט״כ ףד הנשה שאר תכסמ ילבב דומלת .2 

 ארֵשְׁימִ אתָייְרָוֹאדְּמִ :אבָרָ רמַאָ אלָּאֶ ... ?ילֵּימִ ינֵהָ אנָמְ
 ןיבִייָּחַ לכֹּהַ :הבָּרַ רמַאָדְּ .הבָּרַדְכִּ הּיבֵּ רוּזגְדִּ אוּה ןנַבָּרַוְ ,ירֵשְׁ

 הרָיזֵגְּ .רפָוֹשׁ תעַיקִתְבִּ ןיאִיקִבְּ לכֹּהַ ןיאֵוְ ,רפָוֹשׁ תעַיקִתְבִּ
 עבַּרְאַ וּנּרֶיבִעֲיַוְ ,דוֹמלְלִ יקִבָּהַ לצֶאֵ ךְלֵיֵוְ וֹדיָבְּ וּנּלֶטְּיִ אמָּשֶׁ

 אמָעְטַ וּנייְהַוְ ,בלָוּלדְ אמָעְטַ וּנייְהַוְ .םיבִּרַהָ תוּשׁרְבִּ תוֹמּאַ

 .הלָּיגִמְדִ

3. Yerushalmi, Rosh Hashanah 4:1 

He said to them, one verse says, “a day of sounding” and 
another verse says, “a remembrance of sounding.” How is 
that? If it falls on a weekday – a day of sounding. If it falls 
on a Sabbath – a remembrance of sounding. One men-
tions it but does not blow.  

 ׳א הכלה ׳ד קרפ הנשה שאר תכסמ ימלשורי דומלת .3 

 רמֵוֹא רחֵאַ בוּתכָוְ ״העָוּרתְּ םוֹי״ רמֵוֹא דחָאֶ בוּתכָּ ׃ןוֹל רמַאָ

 םוֹי – לוֹחבַּ לחָ אוּהשֶׁ העָשָׁבְּ ?דצַיכֵ אהָ ״.העָוּרתְּ ןוֹרכְזִ״
 ,ןירִיכִּזְמַ .העָוּרתְּ ןוֹרכְזִ – תבָּשַּׁבַּ לחָ אוּהשֶׁ העָשָׁבְּ ,העָוּרתְּ
  .ןיעִקְוֹת אלֹ לבָאֲ



4. Berakhot 21a 

And Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: One who was 
standing in prayer and remembered that he already prayed 
– must interrupt his prayer, even in the middle of a bless-
ing. Is that so? Didn’t Rav Naḥman say: When we were in 
the school of Rabba bar Avuh we raised a dilemma before 
him: Those students in the school of Rav who mistakenly 
recited a blessing from the weekday Amida on Shabbat, 
what is the ruling with regards to completing the weekday 
prayer? And Rabba bar Avuh said to us: The ruling is that 
one must complete that entire blessing.  

 ׳א דומע א״כ ףד תוכרב תכסמ ילבב דומלת .4 

 רכַּזְנִוְ הלָּפִתְבִּ דמֵוֹע היָהָ :לאֵוּמשְׁ רמַאָ הדָוּהיְ ברַ רמַאָוְ

 רמַאָהָוְ !?ינִיאִ .הכָרָבְּ עצַמְאֶבְּ וּלּיפִאֲוַ ,קסֵוֹפּ – ללֵּפַּתְהִשֶׁ
 ינֵבְּ ינֵהָ :הּינֵּימִ ןעַבְּ ,הּוּבאֲ רבַּ הבָּרַ יבֵּ ןנַיוֵהֲ יכִּ :ןמָחְנַ ברַ
 :ןלַ רמַאֲוַ ?וּרמְגְיִּשֶׁ וּהמַ ,תבָּשַׁבְּ לוֹחדְּ ירִכְּדְמַוּ וּעטָדְּ ,ברַ יבֵ

  !?הכָרָבְּ הּתָוֹא לכׇּ ןירִמְוֹגּ

 

But how can you compare the two? There, on Shabbat, the 
individual is one who is obligated, and it is the Sages who 
did not impose upon him in deference to Shabbat [and in-
stituted an abridged formula]. But here, didn’t he already 
pray? 

 אלָדְּ אוּה ןנַבָּרַוְ ,אוּה אבָוּיּחִ רבַּ ארָבְגַּ םתָהָ !אתָּשְׁהַ יכִהָ 

  .הּילֵ ילִּצַ אהָ – אכָהָ לבָאֲ ,תבָּשַׁ דוֹבכְּ םוּשּׁמִ וּהוּחרְטְאַ
 

5. Yerushalmi, Shabbat 15:3 

It was stated: It is forbidden to pray for one’s needs on the 
Sabbath. Rebbi Zeira asked Rebbi Ḥiyya bar Abba, may 
one say, “shepherd us, provide for us”? He answered him, 
these are formulas of benediction. 

 ׳ג הכלה ו״ט קרפ תבש תכסמ ימלשורי דומלת .5 

 היָיחִ יבִּרִלְ לאַשְׁ הרָוּעזְ יבִּרִ .תבָּשַּׁבַּ ויכָרָצְ עַוֹבתלִ רוּסאָ .ינֵּתַּ

 סוֹפּוּט ׃הּילֵ רמַאֲ ״.וּניסֵנְרְפַּ וּניעֵרְ״ רמַימֵ וּהמָ ׃אבָּ רבַּ
 .ןהֵ ךְכָּ תוֹכרָבְ

 

5a. Korban ha-Edah, ibid. 

“It is forbidden to pray for one’s needs on the Sabbath.” 
Because part of the rubric of oneg Shabbat is that a person 
feels that all of their work [from the week] is completed. 
But one who asks for their needs implies the opposite – 
and it also brings sorrow to one’s heart. 

 .םש הדעה ןברוק .א5 

 אוה תבש גנוע ללכמש יפל ״.תבשב ויכרצ עובתל רוסא״

 ויכרצ לאושהו .יושע ותכאלמ לכ וליאכ םדאה בושחיש

 :ובלב הגאד איבמ םגו – ךפיהב הארמ אוה



5b. Ran, Shabbat 42b (Dappei ha-Rif) 

“‘Ve-dabber davar’ – that your speech on Shabbat should 
not be like your speech during the week” (Shabbat 112b). 
Rashi explains … However, the core explanation is clear in 
the Yerushalmi that states that even regular conversation is 
prohibited to hold at length in the manner that one does 
during the week. As we see written … it is forbidden to pray 
for one’s needs on Shabbat … 

 )ף״ירה יפדב( ׳ב דומע ב״מ ףד תבש תכסמ ן״ר .ב5 

 לשֶׁ ךָרְוּבּדִכְּ תבָּשַׁ לשֶׁ ךָרְוּבּדִּ אהֵיְ אלֹּשֶׁ – ׳רבָֽדָּ רבֵּדַוְ׳״

 ,ימלשוריב שרופמ שוריפה רקיע אלא ... ל"ז י"שריפ ״.לוֹח

 אוהש ךרדכ וב תוברהל רוסא אמלעב רובד וליפאש רמול
 תבשב ויכרצ לואשל רוסא ... םתה ןניסרגד .לוחב הברמ

... 

b. the purpose and prohibition of shofar on shabbat 

6a. Rosh Hashanah 34a  

Rabbi Abbahu instituted in Caesarea the following: a 
tekia, three shevarim, a terua, and another tekia. Which-
ever way you look at it, this is difficult. If, [according to the 
opinion of Rabbi Abbahu, the sound the Torah calls a 
terua is] a whimpering, one should perform a tekia-terua-
tekia set. And if he holds that a terua is moaning, he should 
sound: tekia, three shevarim, and then another tekia.  

 ׳א דומע ד״ל ףד ה״ר תכסמ ילבב דומלת .א6 

 ,העָוּרתְּ ,םירִבָשְׁ השָׁלֹשְׁ ,העָיקִתְּ :ירִסָקֵבְּ וּהבָאֲ יבִּרַ ןיקֵתְאַ

 העָוּרתְּ העָיקִתְּ דיבֵּעְלֶ – לילֵּיַ ילֵוֹלּיַ יאִ ?ךְשָׁפְנַ המָ .העָיקִתְּ
 םירִבָשְׁ השָׁלֹשְׁ העָיקִתְּ דיבֵּעְלֶ – חנַּגַּ יחֵוֹנּגַּ יאִוְ ,העָיקִתְוּ

 !העָיקִתְוּ

 

6b. Rosh Hashanah 16a 

And recite before Me on Rosh HaShana verses that men-
tion Kingships, Remembrances, and Shofarot: Kingships 
so that you will crown Me as King over you; Remem-
brances so that your remembrance will rise before Me for 
good; and with what will the remembrance rise? It will rise 
with the shofar. 

 ׳א דומע ו״ט ףד ה״ר תכסמ ילבב דומלת .ב6 

 .תוֹרפָוֹשׁוְ תוֹנוֹרכְזִ תוֹיּכִלְמַ הנָשָּׁהַ שׁארֹבְּ ינַפָלְ וּרמְאִוְ

 הלֶעֲיַּשֶׁ ידֵכְּ – תוֹנוֹרכְזִ ,םכֶילֵעֲ ינִוּכילִמְתַּשֶׁ ידֵכְּ – תוֹיּכִלְמַ

 .רפָוֹשׁבְּ ?המֶּבַוּ ,הבָוֹטלְ ינַפָלְ םכֶינְוֹרכְזִ

 



7. Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Noraos ha-Rov Vol. I, pp. 161–162 

The Likkuṭei Torah says that shofar is not the intellectual response of the human being but is the shriek and cry of the 
person. There are two kinds of tefillah. Firstly, there is organized tefillah which is pre-conceived and formulated and in 
which man states his plight and petitions to God to respond to him. This is the tefillah represented by the Shemoneh 
Esreh. This involves the intellect and requires a clear analysis of what man needs, and his realization that he is totally 
dependent on God to favor him. … The other type of tefillah is the extemporaneous reaction to pain represented by crying 
and shrieking. The release of instinctual reaction is not characteristic of humans but of animals who instinctively howl in 
reaction to pain. … 

However, man is not always great. Often, he is stupid and arrogant. … He has no time to compose a structed tefillah, and 
so reacts like an animal – he cries, shrieks, and exclaims his plight. Interestingly, when the gemara discusses shofar, it speaks 
of groaning and crying and yalolei yaleil, “shrieking.” Bekhiyah, “crying,” is unique to man; but yalolei, “shrieking,” is 
found by animals as well. A yalolei is an instinctual shriek with no tone, and which does not require intelligence. It is the 
reaction of the irrational animal to incapacity and pain. 

c. the prohibition of personal requests on shabbat 

8. R. Shlomo Kluger, Sefer ha-Ḥayyim §235 

But this view is astounding because, as a matter of law, even 
on Shabbat one can daven the weekday Amida – it was 
only because the Rabbis did not want to burden us. 

 )והימ ה״ד הינש הבושת( ה״לר ןמיס םייחה רפס .8 

 ללפתהל רתומ היה תבשב ףא אנידמ ירהד הומת רבדהו
 .ןנבר והוחרטא אלד קר ח״י

9. Shibbolei ha-Leket §128 

And because of the honor of Shabbat the Rabbis did not 
want to burden us. 

 ח״כק ןמיס טקלה ילבש .9 

 .ןנבר הוחרטא אלד אוה תבש דובכ םושמו

10. Rama, O.Ḥ. 584:1 

And our practice is to say Avinu Malkeinu [on Rosh 
Hashanah] in its order. But if it is Shabbat, we do not say 
it. 

 ׳א ףיעס ד״פקת ןמיס ח״וא א״מר .10 

 תבש אוה םאו .רדסה לע ]ה״רב[ ונכלמ וניבא רמול ןיגהונו

 .ותוא םירמוא ןיא

10a. Mishneh Berurah, Ibid., 4 

The reason is that we don’t make requests on Shabbat – 
and even if Rosh Hashanah falls on a Friday we do not say 
Avinu Malkeinu at Minḥa. 

 ׳ד ק״ס םש הרורב הנשמ .א10 

 ברעב ה"ר לחשכ ףאו – תבשב םיכרצ ןילאוש ןיאש םעטה
 :ונכלמ וניבא םירמוא ןיא החנמב תבש



11. M.B. 288, 22 

The Aḥaronim write that it is permitted to [conclude one’s 
Amidah] on Shabbat with Elokai ad she-lo notzarti, etc. 
and Yehi Ratzon etc. – as the prohibition of asking for 
one’s needs only includes requests for healing or financial 
health and the like which bring pain. However, it is good 
to regret one’s sins every day as it is not in the language of 
confession. 

 ב״כ ק״ס ח״פר הרורב הנשמ .11 

 אלש דע יקלא״ תבשב רמול רתומד םינורחאה ובתכ

 ויכרצ תלאש רוסא וניאד – ״'וכו ןוצר יהי״ ״'וכו יתרצונ

 רעצ שיש ול המודו הסנרפ וא ילוח לע שקבמשכ אלא
 וניאש ןויכ םוי לכב רמול בוט תונוע תטרח לבא .וינפל

 :יודיו ןושלב

12. M.B. 263, 2 

Therefore it is fitting that a woman prays after she has lit 
Shabbat candles and made the berakhah that God should 
give her male children who shine forth in Torah. 

 ׳ב ק״ס ג״סר הרורב הנשמ .12 

 הקלדהה רומגתש רחא השאה ללפתתש יואר ךכלו

 .הרותב םיריאמ םירכז םינב ה"בקה הל ןתיש הכרבהו

13. Halikhot Shlomo (Laws of Prayer) 14:11 

It is absolutely permitted on Shabbat to say the prayer of 
R. Neḥunya b. Hakana before learning Torah, for any re-
quest regarding spiritual matters is not included in the pro-
hibition of making requests on Shabbat. 

 א״י ףיעס ד״י קרפ )הליפת ׳לה( המלש תוכילה רפס .13 

 הנקה ןב אינוחנ יבר תלפת תבשב רמול הלחתכל רתומ
 ללכב הניא םיינחור םינינע לע השקב יכ ,דומלה םדוקש

 .תבשב םיכרצ תשקב

14. Shabbat Tefillah 

Our God and God of our ancestors, may You find favor in 
our rest. Make us holy through Your commandments and 
grant us our share in Your Torah. Satisfy us with Your 
goodness, grant us joy in Your salvation, and purify our 
hearts to serve you in truth. In love and favor, O Lord our 
God, grant us as a heritage Your holy Shabbat, so that Is-
rael, who sanctify Your name, may find rest on it. Blessed 
are You, Lord, who sanctifies the Sabbath. 

 תבש לש הליפת .14 

 ךָיתֶוצְמִבְּ וּנשדְּקַ .וּנתֵחָוּנמְבִ הצֵרְ .וּניתֵוֹבאֲ יקֵלֹאוֵ וּניקֵלֹאֱ

 רהֵטַוְ .ךָתֶעָוּשיבִּ ונחֵמְּשוְ ךָבֶוּטּמִ וּנעֵבְּש .ךָתֶרָותבְּ וּנקֵלְחֶ ןתֵוְ
 ןוצרָבְוּ הבָהֲאַבְּ וּניקֵלֹאֱ 'ה וּנלֵיחִנְהַוְ .תמֶאֱבֶּ ךָדְּבְעָלְ וּנבֵּלִ

 ךְוּרבָּ :ךָמֶש ישדְּקַמְ לאֵרָשיִ לכָּ הּבָ וּחוּניָוְ .ךָשדְקָ תבַּש
 :תבָּשּהַ שדֵּקַמְ .'ה התָּאַ

 


